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SUBJ: ROCKY ROAD FOR IRANIAN-IRAQI RELATIONS 
REF: TEHRAN 7584 

SUMMARY: LATEST DEVELOPMENTS RAISE DOUBTS RE PROSPECTS FOR 
IMPROVED RELATIONS BETWEEN TEHRAN AND BAGHDAD. END SUMMARY. 

1 . MEA UNDERSECRETARY EOR INTERNATIONAL AND ECONOMIC 
AEFAIRS JAEAR NADIM TOLD DCM DECEMBER 3 THAT MEA HAD RECEIVED 
A NOTE FROM IRAQI EMBASSY IN TEHRAN RAISING MOST SERIOUS 
DOUBTS RE IRAQI GOOD EAITH IN SEEKING TO RESTORE DIPLOMATIC 
RELATIONS WITH IRAN AND ESTABLISHING RESIDENT AMBASSADORS 
IN EACH CAPITAL. NOTE HAD REFERRED TO IRANIAN CITY OF 
KHORRAMSHAHR BY ANCIENT ARABIC NAME OF MUHAMMAREH AND 
PROTESTED USE OF SHATT-AL-ARAB RIVER BY IRANIAN WARSHIPS. 

NADIM SAID IRAN PROPOSED TO DELIVER COPIES OE OFEENDING NOTE 
TO ARAB EMBASSIES IN TEHRAN AND RETURN THE NOTE ITSEC 
UNANSWERED TO IRAQI EMBASSY. ON DECEMBER 5 WHAT HAD TRANS- 
PIRED WAS TO BE FEATURED IN IRANIAN PRESS. A HINT OE THIS 
RENEWED STRAIN APPEARED IN DECEMBER 4 PRESS WHICH PROTESTED 
RECENT BAGHDAD TELEVISION PROGRAMS ALLEGEDLY CLAIMING 
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IRANIAN TAKE-OVER OF GULE ISLANDS. 

2. DURING DECEMBER 4 CONVERSATION AT MFA, POLCOUN WAS TOLD 
BY DG FOR POLITICAL AFFAIRS (ASIA AND AFRICA) SANANDAJI 
THAT NOTE HAD BEEN RETURNED UNANSWERED TO IRAQI EMBASSY 
AS PLANNED. HOWEVER, IRAQU CHARGE KHALID SAMARRAI HAD 
PROTESTED WITH APPARENT SINCERITY THAT HE HAD BEEN UNDER 
NO INSTRUCTIONS EROM HIS GOVERNMENT TO SEND THE NOTE AND 
THAT HIS TRANSLATOR HAD MISTRANSLATED KHORRAMSHAHR AND HAD 
OTHERWISE ACTED WITHOUT AUTHORITY. ALTHOUGH MEA IS OBVIOUSLY 
SKEPTICAL ABOUT SAMARRAI'S STORY, PLANS TO PUBLICIZE THE NOTE 

IN IRANIAN MEDIA HAVE BEEN SHELVED EOR THE TIME BEING. 

SANANDAJI PERSONALLY DOUBTS THAT IRAQ REALLY MEANS TO 
EXCHAXQGE AMBASSADORS WITH IRAN, RELATING THIS 
PRIMARILY TO THE BAGHDAD REGIME'S CONTINUING UNSETTLED 
PROBLEMS WITH THE KURDS. IN ANY CASE, IRAN WOULD NOT SEND 
AN AMBASSADOR TO BAGHDAD UNTIL AN IRAQI AMBASSANOR HAD FIRST 
ARRIVED IN TEHRAN. 

3. COMMENT: THIS LATEST EPISODE IN THE UNHAPPY 
RELATIONS BETWEEN IRAN AND IRAQ HELPS TO CONEIRM THE 
VIEWS OF MANY OBSERVERS HERE THAT IN SPITE OF IRAQ'S 
INITIATIVE IN THE BEGINNING OF THE OCTOBER WAR TO 
RESTORE RELATIONS WITH IRAN, ANY REAL IMPROVEMENT IN 
RELATIONS IS UNLIKELY TO OCCUR. END COMMENT. 
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